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about the situation. ( Laughter ) I don ' t . . . I 'm adding a l i t t l e
levity to a very, very serious situation, and I, really, I'm not
trying to make light of it This is very serious. It ' s v e r y
significant. I want to make some comments to s tart with and
then I intend to participate in the discussion as it goes along.
But first thing I want t o say, I want to take my hat off to
Senator Jensen. To me, that's the definition, a bi l l such as
this, is a definition of what a true statesman is, what a true
leader in this state is, to take an issue, study it for several
years, hold hearing after hearing after hearing, invest hours
and hours and hours of time, visit the communities many times,
and come to a decision that you know is going to be unpopular in
those communities but you also know that it's the absolute right
decision for Nebraska. And, Senator Jensen, I want to tell you
how much I appreciate that. You have done a fantastic jo b of
truly putting Nebraska's interests ahead of e very t h i n g a n d
anybody else, and I commend you for that. You have m y r es p ect
for that. This is a huge policy shift, I agree with that, but I
think it's also a policy shift that is years and years overdue.
If you look at the numbers of how many people are served t he r e
in these...in these regional centers, versus who should actually
be served there, versus the federal contribution,v ersus t h e
efficiency, we should have done this years ago. Thi s i s . . . t he
time to d o this i s n ow, I ab solutely believe that. In
considering efficiency, the federal contribution, the care that
these individuals will get, now is the time to do this. I
understand there might be some concerns if programs aren't up in
place, but I think that can be addressed. Bu t I think now i s
the time to put Nebraska first and maybe stop being parochial.
Put the needs of Nebraska, put the needs of these individuals
that need these services ahead of everything else. And again ,
Senator Jensen, I commend you, the Governor. Ny hat is off to
him as well. To do something that is politically unpopular but
is absolutely the right long-term solution for Ne braska is
commendable. I int end to support the bill. I a l s o t e n d . . . I
will listen to senators that have issues and concerns that these
services won't be up and running. We do have to consider these
individuals who are going to receive these services. I have no
doubt that the infrastructure will be available to do that, but
if assurances need to be met or given, I will support that as
well. But I support the concept. It's something we need to do.
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